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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To detect whether or not 
an object is present in a seat in an automobile. 
SOLUTION: An automobile control system 30 is 
provided with a pair of cameras 26 and 28 for 
generating the first and second pictures of a staff area. 
A distance processor 32 decides a distance from the 
cameras 26 and 28 to plural characteristics in the first 
and second pictures based on the amounts of each 
characteristic shifted in the first and second pictures. 
An analyzer 34 processes the distance, and decides the 
size of an object on a seat. The additional analysis of 
the distance can decide the movement of the object 
and the moving speed. The distance information can be 
used for recognizing a preliminarily normalized pattern 
in the picture and identifying the object. At the time of 
controlling the operation of the device such as the 
opening of an air bag 58, a mechanism 54 uses the 
decided characteristic of the object. 
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